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The early history of Unitarianism in Swinton is described in the
volume, History of Unitarian Cause, Swinton 1820-1921 by the Rev. S. Crook
(n/mm2/23), ‘There it is tracecd back to readings from the "Christian
Reformer" begun in 1820 in a private house; a congregation was formed and
a school established. From 1831 a room was used for the congregation and
the school until in 1858 a chapel and schoolroom were completed on a site
in Granville Street., In 1862 a meeting was held for setting up & trust
for the Chapel and in 1863 a committee was chosen by the congregation for
managing the chapel. The trustees resolved in 1863 that the chapel yard
should be made into a burial ground. In 1870 the Committee resolved that
their chapel should be known as the Unitarian Church and it was subsequently
also known as the Unitarian Free Church. Further information on the
history of the Church is given in this volume and also in 1920-1958: the
Unitarian Cause in Swinton. For information on the sale of the Church to
the City of Salford in Jan., 1934, and its demolition during the same month
see the issues of the "Calendar" for 1984-85 (N/UN2/Z5). Mozt members
of the congregation decided to attend services at neighbouring Unitarian
Ghu:t‘c heﬂi

ADMINTSTRATION
Minutes
N/onz/ i1-8 Signed minutes of meetings of the congregation, 1863-1962
of the committee of trustees, of the Chapel or
Church Committee or of other meetings (8 vols,
containing also loose or attached copies of other
docs, and various notes, first 2 vols, with pages
torn or loose from bindings, last vol, with an index)

JAMZ1 "Short Records Being extracts of Sermons ... reports 1861=63, n.d,
of Teachers and other Meetings from ... 1861 ...
1863", containing accounts of sermons, meetings and
other events (1 vol, containing loose typed note
regarding the vole, n.de, binding in poor condition)

According to History of Unitarian Cause, Swinton
1820-1921 (n/umz/Z3) this book was compiled by George
Dawscon, one of the firat Trusteez. It begine with an
account of the sudden death of William Boardman of
Temple Lodge, Swinton, the firat leader of the
congregation, in 1861,




SWINTON UNITARIAN FREE CHURCH RECORDS

ADMINISTHATION
Minutes
HfHHEfAHZE Hough notes made at meetings of Church Committee or ZFQQ&?—DE, n.d.
other maatings,IZTEG§7F99; at end notes made in shorthand,
apparently relating to Church or School business, n.d.
(1 wotebook)

Hegistration
JAR1 Book with two lists for use in despatching posters 1909, n.d.
and pulpit notices, followed by addresses for use
in despetching circulars {arranged under letters of
alphabet), n.d.; further on "Address Book 1909
Revised Henry Longworth Hon. Secty.” followed by
similar two lists and addresses for despatching
circulars (arranged by letter of alphabet) (1 wol.)

JAR2 List of names and addresses (incomplete), in numbered 1945-47, n.d.
order, n.d.; at end some financial notes, apparently
of amounte of offertory collections, 15945-47
(1 ecercise book, much worn)

COHUESPONDENCE
/e Letter from the Privy Council Office, 1887, accompanying 1886-87
printed copy of Order in Council restricting future
burials in 5t, Peter's Church and churchyard and the
Unitarian Church and churchyard, Swinton (as in
N/UN2/R5), 1886, and copy of certificate, partly
filled in but not signed, regarding affixing of the
copies of the same Order to chapel doors, 1887
(3 docs. found together)

COMMITTEES

Jco1/mn Vieiting Committee, sipmed minmutes, 1908=0%, and at 1508--09
front account of aims and membership of Committee,
/19087 (1 smell vol.)

Jc02/aM1 Mimutes of meetings of the Centenary Committee and 1921+22, n.d.
general or other meetings to celebrate the centenary
of Unitarianism in Swinton, 1921=223; at front list
of members of the Centenary Committee, n.d., 71521;
at end draft apparently of appeal in connection with
the centenary, 1921, and two lists of postage and
other expenses, n.d. {1 emall vol, encleosing loose
paper, 1922)

/C03/aM1-6 Signed minutes of meetings of School Committee or of 1880-1960
the Sunday School teachers, 1880-1960, with copies of
reports or other papers relating to the Schools, incl.
photograph apparently of a Whit Wallk, 71959, and
printed brochures and programme sheets, various dates
(6 vols,, damage to part of binding of N/UN2/CO3/AME)

Jeod /a1 Account of meetings in 1887 and 1888 for establishment ZTB&I7—1EEB,
of the Guild of Saint Christopher and signed minutes 1903=04, n.d.
of its meetings with accounts of talke given to the
Guild, 1888=98; account of meeting for establishment
of a Guild of Service and minutes of ite meetings with
accounts of talks, 1903 (1 small vol, enclosing loose
papers, 1889, 1893=95, 1904, n.d. )
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SWINTON UNITARTLN FREE CHURCH RECORDS

COMMITTEES

focounts of annual and other meetings of the Band of
Hope and minutes, sometimes signed, of its Committee
(1 small vol., somc sheets removed at back)

Copies of typed statoments on the formation of the
Social Union and its rules, n.d. (71920), written
account of a resclution passed in 1912 proposing the
formation of the Social Union, minutes of a meeting
for this purpose, 1919, minutes of gencral meetings
of the Union and of its Committes, 1920-22, and of
the Bulb Show Committes, 1921 (1 vol. enclosing loose
papers, 1921, n.d., incl., blank invitation cards to
an entertainment, 1921)

DEPARTMENTS OF CFFICERS

SECRETARY

Letter boocks of the Hon, Secretary (4 vols, enclosing
loose docss, chiefly copies of other letters despatched)

Letter book of the Hon. Secretary, copies of a few
letters written in shorthand (1 vol. also containing
a few loose or detached docs,, chiefly letters received)

Letter books of the Hon. Secretary, last vol. containing
one letter dated "£T§2?4“, possibly in error (4 vols,
also containing loose does, or publications)

TR ASTRER

"Letter Book: Dec 28, 1914 to Dec. 20, 1920" of the
Hon. Treasurer, copiee of letters at first in short-
hand, n.d. (21914), 1915-20 (1 vol.)

"Letter Books Acknowledging Subscriptions: Nov /14
to Jany 19/20", of the Hon. Treasurer (1 vol.)

FINANCE

"Swinton Unitarian Chapol ond School iccount Book",
beginning with accounts listing receipts and payments
referring toc chapel, 1862=83; ... "Sunday School" ,..,
accounts listing receipts and payments, 1862-64;
receipta and pagyments chiefly concerning Church, 1884~
94; Sunday School Clothing Fund, receipts and psyments,
18625 "Auxiliary Fund", statemont of accounts for
1893-94; "Church Accounts", rsceiptes and payments,

1895-98, 1900; Sale of Work fund, 1883 (few entries only);

"Choir Fund", 1860 (few entries only) (1 wvol., one

page for church accounts in 18968 with tear in middle of
Page; containing loose onc ticket for sale of work in
the Sunday School, Granville Street, Swinton, 1901)

Account book recording receipts and payments, 1914-28;
at end, "House Account Re Minister's House - No., 13
Park Avenue", recording receipts and payments, 1923-28

1 vol. enclosing loose docs, and notes on investments
made and relevant useful addrcsses)

1897=-1916

1920-22, n.d.

19’1‘4"16’
1916-20

1918-19,
1921, n.d.
1921-28
71914,

1915=20

1914=20

1860,
1862-98,
1900=01

1914-28
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SWINTON UNITARTAN FR'IS CHURCH RECOHDS

FINANCE
Receipts, analysis book (1 vol,)

Payments, analysis book (1 wvol.)

Vol. recording weekly payments of offerings in

rmumbered envelopes (names not given) (1 wvol. enclosing

loose docs, )

fAccount book listing amounts received in offertory
or in members! subscriptions (1 small vol,)

"Church Members Subscriptions Book" listi numbers
and monthly payments, 1936=45, some names (as well as
numbers) and monthly payments, 1946=-47, numbers,
names (usually) and monthly or annual payments,
1948=82, and, at end, additional entries for monthly
payments on pages headed "GA/MDAM, 1957=-82 (1 vol.)

Book listing rmmbers, names and monthly payments,
with from 1973 column headed "Promise" or "Promise
Per Wk" (1 vol,)

Vol, containing names and psyments of weekly amounts
apparently subscriptions (1 wvol,)

Receipt books for recording psyments in commection
with burials (2 vols.)

Bank pase books of the Church (2 small vole.)

Bank pass book for the House account of the Church
(1 small wvol.)

Sunday Schocl, account book recording receipts and
payments for various undertakings (1 vol. containing
loose papers, binding weak)

Sunday School penny bank, deposit book, recording
payments and withdrawals by depositors (giving also
names of roads or addresses or of leocality of
addresses of depositors), 1884~-87, with statement of
cash account in Hov., 1885, and statements of assets
and liabilities in Nov., 1886 (1 small vol., some
pages removed, enclosing loose docs.)

Forward Movement Fund, cash book recording receipts

and payments (1 small vol, containing 1 locse related

letter, 1903)

Account book, apparently for bazaar account, recording
receipts and payments, 1906-08 (1 vol. enclosing bank

pass book for Bazaar accounts, 1906-08, and loosze

Papers and 1 bdle,. (incl. cne written and one printed
balance sheet, 1907), 1907-08, chiefly bills and receipts)

1916-30

1913-24

1895=1907

1918-48

1936~82

1967=82

1955=66

1880=1938,
1940=-43,
1945=-47,
1950=53,
1955=59,

1 952 y I d,
1918=30

1924-28

1902=13

1884-8T7

1895-1903

1906-08
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SWINTON UNITART.AY FREE CTURCH RECORDS

OFFICIAL DECLARATIONS AND REPORTS

Church and Sunday School, printed or duplicated 1885=-1983
sumpmaries of reports or reports for years 1885, 1887-91,

1893, 1895-97, 1902, 1905-07, 1909=45, 1947=56, 1959-€3,

1965, 1967=-83, usually incl, financial statements

{1 bidle,y 29 pamphlets, 1 envelope containing pamphlets,

incl, duplicate copies)

REGISTRATION
Register of baptisms, incl. names of parents (incl, ﬁTB}j?—S#.
scmetimes maiden names), occupations of fathers (and 1919

sonetimes of mothers), places of residence (sometimes
also roads), names of children, dates of birtha and
baptisms, by whom baptised and occasional remarks

(eeg. that certain baptisms were conducted in a chapel
in Pendlebury) from 1833 4o 1884 (1 vol,, with attached
newscutting, 1919)

On a page at the beginning of the book it is
described as a "true copy from the Register of Daptisms
comnected with the Unitarian Meeting House Swinton".
But from 1838 there sre some entries in a hand different
from those around them and later a variety of hands
wag useds This vol. may well have been begun as a copy
of another register, at the time that Nonconformist
pongregations were requested to surrender their registers
when civil registration was begun in 1837, and later
continued as an original register, Oome entries are
not in chronclogical order, differing from other
entries on the same page by as much as several years.
The vol. was printed for the Meeting House. A news=-
cutting, 1919, on the celebration of the jubilee of
St. Peter's Church, Swinton, has been attached to one
Page.

Certificate book of baptisms with leaves indicating 1898-1961,
issues of certificates, 1898~1954, n.d., and two full nade
certificates, 1956, 1961 (1 book)

Marriages registers printed for the Chapel; with 1841=-1971
usual headings for ecclesiasticel services, together

with space for signing by the Registrar (2 vols,,

second wol., enclosing loose copy of marriage

certificate, 1915)

Burials register (in standard form for ecclesiastical 1863=1962
aervices), 1863=1962 (1 vol, containing loose copies
of certificates or notices of turials, 1592-1952}

"Register of Graves" containing: [Fﬁﬁj7-1952,
Hough plan of Unitarian Church burial ground, i«

Junction of Swinton Hall Road and Granville
Street, n.d.;

Written register of graves and interments from
1863 to 1962 (with such notes as "Stone unreadable"
and "No headstone"), arranged under number of
grave, nams of present owner sometimes added,
compileticn  begun in 19123

Written copy of memorial in the Church to the
dead of the first World War dediceted in 1920;
Written list of names of those connected with
this Church and School interred from 1886 to
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SWINTOL UNITAHIAN FLEE CHURCH EECORDS

REGISTRATION
"Rezister of Graves” contairing (contd,):

1935 in other hurisles grounds, giving names,
addresses or neighbourhoods, dates, ages and
pleces of burials; n.d., c.31935%

Loose, printed copy of Order in Council imposing

reagtrictions on future burials in S5t., Peter's

Church and churchyard and in the Uniterian Church

and churchyard, Swinton (as in N/UN2/C1), 1886;
Loose, one card, 1926, and lotter and various
notes, n.d,

(1 emall vol, enclosins loose docs.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Letter books containing copies of letters sent on
behalf of the Bunday School and its associated
institutions, chiefly by its Hon. Secretary, 1921 =
June, 1927, Jan., 1928 - 1941 (3 vols., last one
containing locse papers inecl, brochure advertising
the Homes Department, Great Iucklow, Buxton,
Derbyshire, of the Northern Sunday School Federation,
nede, 1939 or later, and receipt, 1941)

"Roll Book": recording attendances by scholars,
1856=-643 recording attendances by teachers, 1864-T1;

at end, recording attendances by scholars and teachers,

to "/18/8B7" that "Hegister of Scholars ... 1864 to

ses 1872" was "wanted" (1 vol,, parts of cover over
binding and covers loose or missing, part of first

page missing)

157%216 also at ond, pencil note "/T5/86" altered

"Register", recording attendances by scholars and
teachers, 1876-80, at end, recording in pencil of
attendances by scholars at "Week Evening Clasa"

("slate" set ageinst some entries), n.d. {1 vol.)

"Teachers' and Scholars' Hegister: July 1880"
recording attendances by scholars and teachers
1 vol., parts of some pages torn out)

"Peachers' and Scheolars' degister From January 1887T"
recording attendances by scholars and teachers

(1 vol, containing referencc to "Enrollment Book,
January 1887" as below)

Vol., recording attendances by scholars and teachers
(1 vol., cover and some pages missing)

"Hegister", recording attendances by scholars and
teachers (1 wvol., many pages at cnd cut nut}

Vol. recording attendances by scholars and teachers,
1896=99, in centre one or more pages removed and
entries made on one page for months July = Sept.,
1941, and inside front cover list of names, addresses

and dates of births (during years 1935, 1937-39) of ton

individuals) (1 vol., binding weak, page at front
missing)

[i86z]-1962,
n.d.

1921-41, n.d.

1 355-?‘6 ']
1886-87

1876-80, n.d.

1880-87

1887=93

1895-95

18395,
1899=1500

1896=98,
1935, 1937=39,
1941



SWINTON UNITARTAN VREE CHURCH RECORDSE

SUNDLY SCHOOL

n/mz/as2/e-19 Regizters recording attendences by scholars and 1898=1941,
teachers (12 vols., some with binding loose) 1945=66
/883/1 "Enrollment Book, January 1887" containing: 1list of 1887=1919

teachors appointed from 1058 to 1895 (dates of
appointments, addresses and "General Remarks" noted),
incl, references dated to 1895:; "Scholar's Rell
Govised 1897 & 8" listing Minister and officers of

the School and teachers appointed from 1892 o 1900
(dates of appointments, names, addresses and

"HRemarke" noted, latest note dated 19003 list of
scholare (noting dates of asdmissions, some from 1872,
dates of births, addrvesses, fathera' names, mothers’
maiden names snd "Remarks as to attendance") attending
to 19013"Roll Hevised 1901" listing Minister and officers
of the School, teachers (noting addresses and in

some ceses "General Remarks") appointed from 1887 to
1900 or dates of agppointments not given and, under
same headings as previous liet, list of scholars
attending (some frem 1875) to 1919 (1 vol,)

/2 "Sunday School Roll Book 1919" containings list of 1919=-48
echolare attending from 1919 to 1929, incl. dates of
enrclments, date of birthas, addresses, father's
names and mother'"s maiden names; list of scholars
revised in 1936 giving datea (apparently of admimsiﬂna),
names and sometimes addresses; list of scholars revised
in 1948, incl. dates of envclments (earliest in 1936),
dates of births, addresscs, father's names and
mother's maiden names (1 vol, enclosing loose docs.,
some pages misaing)

/884/1 Register listing nzmes apparcutly of members and 1946-49, n.d.
subscriptions (in amounts of sixpence aach}, Teda}
"Primary Hegister" recording names, addresses, dates
of birth and attendance of scholars, 1946-49 {1 volay
a number of pages removed)

/2 "Primary Register" recording names, addresses, dates 1549=-50
of birth and attendance of scholars (1 pamphlet)

/3 "Primary Register" reccrding nemes (with sometimes 1950-61
addresses) and attendance of scholars, 1950=-61; at
end, list of names and payments, pantomime, 1953,
and New Brighton pienic, 1954 (1 vol., binding

disintegrated)
/4-5 "Primary Hegister" recording nemes rnd attendonce of 1962=64

scholars, Dco.y 1962, 1963=54 (2 panphlets)

/855/1=3 Class registers recording naiecs, addresses (usually), 1952,
dates of birth and attendance of scholars, 1952, n-d.IZTEEE-ﬁé?,
n.de [1953=547, Dec., 1957-1958 (3 pamphlets) 1957-58

/5836 Sunday School library book listing members and their 1500=08.,
borrowings, 1900-08, another list of members, n.d., 1825, n.d;

and with lists of the books, 1923, n.d. (1 wvol,,
gome pages loose and enclosing 1 loose sheet)
In this and the following vol. a borrowed book
is indicated by a number or reference e.g, "282%", "A15Y,
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SWINTON UNITARTAN FREE CHURCH RECORDS

SUNDAY SCHOOL

"Library Register" listing members (arranged under
%etters of the alphabet) and indicating borrowings
1 vol.)

BAND (OF HOPE

Register of Band of Hope listing names of members,
1862-88, 1890-91, 1895, 1899, 1905-10, 1912-14,

often also recordinz payments and sometimes addresses,
sometimes also distinguishing members of the Committee
and in 1887 giving "Name of Paper® (1 exercize book)

LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS

Autograph book used for listing signatures on occasion
of the Sunday Schools Centenzyy Celebrationms in 1922
(1 small vol,)

Address ... at the opening of the Nonconformist portion
of the Swinton Cemetery by the Hev. John Moore,

Minigster of the Church {1 small pamphlet, with cellotape
attached, part of front page missing

Gictery of Unitorian Cousc, Swinton 1820-1921 by the
dov, S, Erqck‘rﬁ a7al1l wola,, printed by II. aloweon and
Co., 16 New Brown Struct, Jiznchester)

1920-1958¢ The Unitarian Ceuse in Swinton by the Rev,
Peter B. Godfrey (2 small pamphlets printed by Express
Printing (fossendale) Ltd.)

Printed or duplicated nearly all monthly or bimonthly
issues of "Calendar" containing details of church
aifairs, Oct., 1938, 1946-85 {4&2 pamphlets or leaflets,
a few gaps)

Stationcry wallet containing:
Printed or duplicated programmes for anniversary

services of the Sunday Schools (34 leaflets);

Printed programme for united processions of
Swinton Sunday Schools (8 leaflets);

Printed or duplicated programmes of entertain-

tainments provided by the Sunday School,

Dramatic Society, Young Peoples League or

Scouts and Guides (12 leaflets);

Tickets to plays produced by the Dramatic Socisty

(10 docs. );

Programmes (one printed, onc duplicated) for

services of induction to the church (2 leaflets)
(1 stationery wallet containins items as above)

Printed programme cards, Cricket Club (23 docs.)

1911-12,
1921

1882-1914

1922

1885

1922

[1958]

1938,
1946-85

1907=-65, n.d.
1907, 1922,
1937-38,
1940-56, 1958,
1960-65
1948=51,
1953-54, 1961,
1965

1548-50,

1957, n.d.

1951=56
1951, 1956

1889-94,
1896-97, 1912,
1915-16,
1919=30



